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The negotiations came to nought on account %f the
exaggerated demands of Baji Rao. The Ernperor~had no
other alternative left but to resort to force to prevent the
Marathas from overrunning the Imperial territory. The
Marathas, just after the failure of negotiations started
plundering the country in the neighbourhood of the town
of Sanbhar, a hundred Kufohs (two hundred miles) from
Delhi.1 The faujdar of Sanbhar, Fakhru, was captured
and compelled to give three lakhs of rupees and four
elephants.2 They were determined to invade the Doab
and thus compel the Emperor to come to terms. The
Maratha generals made preparations to start their cam-
paigns of devastation in North India on a large scale,
Their sphere of activity had extended to the vicinity of the
Imperial town of Agra.
Although Amiru'l-Umara Samsamu'd-Daulah, the
leader of the court party, was in favour of propitiating
the Peshwa by conceding his demands but the Wazlr
Ttimadu'd-Daulah, Muhammad Khan Bangash and
Sa'adat Khan Burhanu'1-Mulk were against the policy of
complete surrender. They appealed the Emperor not to
acquiesce without resistance, offering their services whole-
heartedly to preserve the integrity of the Empire. In
the meantime Malhar Rao Holkar crossed the Jamuna,
and plundered Firuzpur. To check the advance of ttie
Marathas I'timadu'd-Daulah and the Amiru'l-Umara,
made preparations on a grand scale. The plains around the
capital were covered with tents; but although the prepara-
tions were magnificent the operations proved to be feeble,
The Amiru'l-Umara marched towards Ajmer at the head
of an army of forty-thousand, well-equipped with a train
of artillery.8 The Wazlr with his son-in-law Flriiz Jang
fthe eldest son of Nizamu'1-Mulk) advanced towards
Agra. Muhammad Khan Bangash advanced from Far
1 Siyar, vol. II, p. 467.
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